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Viridor is seeking planning consent to develop a Waste Treatment Plant (WTP) 
to treat residual municipal waste from across the Cheshire West and Chester, 
and Cheshire East areas.  

The site is located off Griffiths Road, Lostock Gralam, approximately 2km east 
of Northwich town centre.  The site is located in an industrial setting consisting 
of existing and former chemical works close to the A559 (Manchester Road).  
Access to the site is located off the A530 Griffiths Road, via a private estate 
road shared with the other uses of the chemical complex. The site location is 
shown below. 
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Viridor is seeking planning consent for the development of a Waste Treatment 
Plant (WTP), incorporating Mechanical and Biological Treatment (MBT) 
processes, at the former chlorine chemical works at Lostock Gralam, near 
Northwich, Cheshire.  The WTP will be constructed to treat kerbside collected 
and Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC) derived residual municipal 
waste from across Cheshire West and Chester, and Cheshire East areas.  A 
small percentage of waste treated at the WTP will be residual commercial 
waste.  No other waste types will be treated at the facility.  The end products 
from the MBT process will be recyclates, including plastics, metals and 
aggregates; Solid Recovered Fuel (SRF); and a small proportion of residual 
waste to be sent to landfill. 

The facility is designed to process up to 250 000 tonnes per annum of residual 
waste delivered from three Waste Transfer Stations (WTS) and direct from 
HWRCs across the Cheshire West and Chester, and Cheshire East areas.  
Residual waste will also be delivered direct from the area surrounding the WTP. 

A rail link to the nearby mainline will enable the SRF to be transported to a 
purpose built power station in Runcorn by rail, thus reducing the need for road 
transport.  
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Opening Hours 

The WTP will be open to accept waste and dispatch recyclates, SRF and 
unusable residual waste between the hours of  

·  0700 and 1930 Monday to Sunday, including Bank Holidays 

Waste will be delivered direct from Waste Collection Authorities (WCAs), the 
HWRC Contractor and from the WTSs between these hours. 

Processing 

The mechanical separation and biodrying processes within the MBT facility will 
operate on a 24 hours per day basis, 7 days a week.   
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The Environmental Statement, of which this is a summary, has been prepared in 
accordance with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 1999 
(amended 2008). The Environmental Statement sets out the possible impacts of 
the proposals, considers their significance and identifies measures for reducing 
the effects. 
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The landscape and visual assessment has considered the site and its 
surrounding area, assessing the landscape and visual impacts of the proposed 
development.  The site is generally well screened with views of the development 
from the surrounding areas being limited to filtered distant views above or 
between vegetation and existing built form. 

During demolition of the existing derelict buildings and construction works, there 
will be a slight to moderate adverse visual impact when viewed from the 
surrounding areas.  On completion, the finished WTP buildings will have a 
beneficial visual impact when seen from surrounding areas, as derelict industrial 
buildings and structures will be replaced by modern buildings appropriate to the 
site and the surrounding land uses. They will not compromise the wider 
landscape character. 
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The assessment has identified and evaluated the elements that make up the 
local ecosystems and has considered how the impacts of the development may 
affect each of these.  

The site is considered to be of relatively low ecological importance, and the 
results of the assessment have demonstrated that the overall impact of the 
development on the local ecology will be insignificant. Nevertheless, best 
practice techniques and mitigation measures will be undertaken during 
demolition, construction and operation of the facility to minimise the potential 
impacts associated with lighting, vehicle movements and traffic emissions. In 
addition, the demolition and site clearance works will, where possible, occur 
outside the bird breeding season. Should this not be possible, prior to works 
commencing, an ecologist will inspect the site and declare it free of breeding 
birds. The proposed development will have negligible impacts upon ecology and 
nature conservation.  
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A ground investigation has been undertaken to assess the geology, mining, 
ground conditions and land quality at the site.  

Historically, the site has been used for industrial uses since around the 1890s.  
Development has taken place around the site, with the Brunner Mond and 
Solvay Chemical Works to the east of the site.   

The site currently comprises concrete hardstanding and derelict buildings 
associated with its former use as a chlorine works. Made ground was identified 
across the site, underlain by natural superficial deposits of predominantly 
Boulder Clay.  

Detailed risk assessments of the soils, gases and waters beneath the site, 
demonstrate that the near surface deposits do not pose significant risk to human 
health and are not currently impacting significantly on water quality within the 
adjacent Wade Brook or the underlying groundwater. In addition, since the 
volume of infiltrating water that may pass into Wade Brook and the underlying 
groundwater will be reduced due to large areas of buildings and hardstanding, 
the proposed development will have some positive environmental impacts.   

Following the demolition of the existing buildings on the site, additional 
investigations will be undertaken to confirm the conclusions that geology, 
mining, ground conditions and land quality do not pose a constraint to 
development. 	
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The proposed development will incorporate a surface water drainage system to 
drain hardstanding covering the majority of the site, thus minimising water 
percolation through the ground and so reducing the possibility of contaminant 
leaching.  The surface water drainage system will incorporate oil interceptors.  
Surface water discharge from the site will be restricted to the existing 1 in 100 
year run-off rate, and the existing connection to the Wade Brook will be 
maintained.  There will be no foul connection from the site into existing public 
sewers. Effluent from the site will be connected to the existing private drainage 
network serving the site. 

A limited number of potential activities (generation of suspended solids; 
alteration of groundwater flow, and accidental spillage of oil, fuels and cement 
and an increase in the quantity of surface water run-off) have been identified as 
requiring mitigation.  With the implementation of mitigation measures to prevent 
impacts to groundwater and surface water resources as far as practicable 
during construction and operational phases, the overall residual impacts on 
hydrology and hydrogeology from the proposed development have been 
assessed as low. 

A Flood Risk Assessment has been carried out for the proposed development. 
The proposed development area is located within Flood Zone 1 as defined by 
PPS25, and the vulnerability class of the proposed development is ‘less 
vulnerable’.   

There are considered to be no significant increased offsite flooding risks as a 
result of the development.  The site is therefore considered suitable for the type 
of development proposed. 
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Comprehensive desk-based research and analysis has been undertaken on the 
archaeological and historical background to the site.  The Cheshire Historic 
Environment Record shows that buried archaeological remains relating to King 
Street Roman Road and/or the 19th century Lostock Bleach Works may be 
present beneath the site. 

Remains of the Roman Road and Lostock Bleach Works would be considered 
of up to regional significance. However, any adverse impacts on this 
archaeological resource will be adequately mitigated by a programme of 
archaeological recording.  This will be undertaken by the formation of a series of 
trial trenches during the construction phase of the development.  

The Trent and Mersey Canal Conservation Area and Grade II listed milepost to 
the east of the site is unlikely to be impacted by the development.  
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The WTP will generate up to 112 vehicle movements per day comprising heavy 
goods vehicles and refuse collection vehicles bringing in residual waste and 
taking away recyclates and some residual waste for landfill.  In addition, a small 
quantity of commercial waste will be accepted at the site (approximately 6 
vehicles per day).The Transport Assessment carried out, taking account of 
future predicted traffic growth and other local committed developments, has 
found that the WTP will have no significant effect on the local highway network.  
Only minor increases in queuing at peak times at nearby road junctions are 
predicted to result from the development.  

Solid Recovered Fuel produced at the site will be transported directly to 
Runcorn Power Station by rail, minimising the impact on the highway network. 

A Travel Plan has been produced for the proposed development. Its aims are to 
reduce the need to travel and encourage staff to use more sustainable modes of 
transport, including walking, cycling and public transport. 
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A noise assessment has been undertaken in order to assess the potential 
impacts associated with the construction and operational phases of the 
development and allow the design of an effective scheme of mitigation. 

During the construction phase of the project best working practice techniques 
will be undertaken to minimise noise emissions and ensure they are of a short 
term nature. All plant and machinery will be regularly maintained and fitted with 
silences, staff will be aware of sensitive receptors and will avoid all unnecessary 
noise, noisy operations will be managed and temporary noise screens will be 
used where necessary. 

Prediction calculations have been carried out to determine the noise levels likely 
to be generated by the operation of Waste Treatment Plant, on-site vehicle 
movements, rail movements and loading/unloading of rail containers, at 
identified receptor locations. Noise levels have been predicted for each separate 
operation and a total noise level has been predicted for when all operations 
occur simultaneously. 

Mitigation measures have been incorporated into the design of the proposed 
development, to ensure that the impact of the operational activities on receptor 
locations is minimised. These include the following: 

·  The construction fabrics of the waste treatment plant will provide a 
suitable level of noise attenuation, to prevent noise levels at nearby 
receptors from exceeding current background levels. 

·  A 2.4m high acoustic fence will be constructed immediately adjacent to 
the northern boundary of the site, i.e. adjacent to the railway sidings. 

Based upon these mitigation measures and the implementation of best working 
practices, it has been demonstrated that any noise impacts associated with the 
development are unlikely to have adverse impacts on sensitive receptors.   
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An assessment has been made of the potential air quality issues associated 
with dust, odour and emissions during the construction and operational phases 
of the facility in order to allow the design of an effective scheme of mitigation. 

The assessment of road traffic emissions associated with the operation of the 
facility has been shown not exceed the current air quality objectives set for the 
area local to the proposed site and therefore no mitigation measures are 
required for this issue.  

The waste treatment plant will incorporate mitigation measures to minimise the 
potential release of pollutants to the atmosphere. 

To control dust, odour and bioaerosols, the entire reception and processing area 
will be fully air-extract ventilated to treatment by dust filters and biofilters.  The 
doors of the waste reception areas will be kept closed at all times other than 
when vehicles need to enter and leave.  At the biodrying tunnels and refinement 
plant the waste will be fully enclosed.   

All extracted air will be treated by dust filters and biofilters prior to release to air 
via a 27m high stack.  Any areas of the plant where potentially odorous air may 
develop, air will be extracted and the air ducted to treatment.     

The use of an enclosed biofilter system and stack will enable the parameters of 
the air quality to be controlled and monitored prior to release from the plant. 

The air quality assessment demonstrates that the proposed scheme of 
mitigation will provide a high level of protection for local residents and the local 
environment, and ensures the potential impacts are negligible.   
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Due to the enclosed nature of the operations at the Waste Treatment Plant, 
odour and dust impacts will be minimal.  Other identified potential sources of 
nuisance, such as pests, litter and lighting, will be mitigated by good working 
practices, good house-keeping and regular inspection and monitoring of the site.  
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Viridor is submitting a planning application for the development of a Waste 
Treatment Plant at a site near Lostock Gralam, Cheshire. The facility will receive 
and treat residual waste from across the areas of Cheshire West and Chester, 
and Cheshire East 

The proposals comply with relevant national, regional and local planning policy.  
A full environmental impact assessment has been carried out, and the findings 
summarised here are detailed in the Environmental Statement submitted as part 
of this application.  The Environmental Statement recommends mitigation 
measures and site management procedures, and concludes that there will be no 
significant adverse environmental impacts resulting from the proposed 
development. 

Overall there is a clear need for the development as part of an integrated 
network of facilities to allow Cheshire to become self-sufficient in managing its 
residual municipal waste.  The WTP will increase recycling, divert waste from 
landfill, minimise waste transport and recover energy. 
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